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The Wright Flyer 
 

Website:  www.joeld.net/wfrc 

The next meeting is scheduled 
for 7:00 PM on Tuesday, 
December 11th, 2007. It will be 
held in Room 30 of the 
Monticello Middle School. 
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 What do you do with a club whose primary activi-
ties are outdoors when the cold season comes? 
 Aside from constructing your latest model design, 
there are several things that clubs can do during the 
cold season. 
 Following is a list of ideas your club can utilize dur-
ing the winter months. 
 Fundraisers: The holidays are filled with chances to 
volunteer and help others who have a need. One of 
the most popular events is fundraising. Volunteers 
work together to collect money or items that can be 
given to those less fortunate. Try holding a fund-
raiser, such as Toys For Tots, within your club mem-
bership.   
 Toys For Tots is a program run by the United 
States Marine Corps Reserve that donates toys to 
children whose parents cannot afford to buy them 

(Continued on page 2) 

 On Tuesday, November 13th, the Wright Flyers 
held the monthly membership meeting at the Mon-
ticello Middle School.  
 The business meeting was called to order at 7:25 
PM by president Scott Leiferman. There were 6 
members present including two club officers. Scott 
reviewed the minutes of the October meeting.  
 There was continued discussion about the near 
extinction of grass from the flying field surface. 
Over the succeeding winter meetings hopefully a 
plan will evolve to improve the grass surface at the 
start of the 2008 growing season.  
 Motions were presented to improve the signage 
at the field and the result was a vote to approve 
making five more signs for the field . Rich Johnson 
will use his resources to accomplish this. 
 AMA Extreme Championships will be held in 
June 2008. Wayne and Rich are planning to attend. 
Anyone else interested should let them know so that 
a group expedition can be formed. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM. 

  It is supposedly on the level that AMA members 
are getting postcards to call an 800 number to pro-
vide your profile for an AMA membership directory 
that will be published in 2008. If you do not re-
spond by the anniversary of Pearl Harbor Day 
(December 7th) you will not be listed in this august 
publication. The directory is rumored to be selling 
for about $80 a copy. I guess at that price we might 
be expected to get one for our club or maybe the 
local public library. 

 Here is a link to the AMA web site for the official 
stance on this endeavor:  
http://www.modelaircraft.org/promos/Harris.aspx. 
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gifts for Christmas. The mission of the program “is to 
collect new, unwrapped toys during October, No-
vember, and December each year, and distribute 
those toys as Christmas gifts to needy children in the 
community in which the campaign is conducted.” 
 Your club can hold a collection for toys and take 
them to any Toys For Tots donation site. To learn 
more about this charity or to find places to take your 
collected toys, visit www.toysfortots.org.  
 Mall Shows: Holding a mall show is a great way to 
show your community what aeromodeling is all 
about. It’s an easy way to introduce the many facets 
of model aircraft to outsiders as well as gain new 
members. 
 You can set up your club’s show with a variety of 
models and much more. A simulator can be set up to 
allow visitors to take a spin at the transmitter control. 
Even bringing in projects that are not yet complete 
allows viewers to see the inside and what it really 
takes to build a model. 
 The Academy of Model Aeronautics can provide 
your club with resources needed to organize a mall 
show in your area. AMA Headquarters staff will ship 
free handout materials to chartered clubs and award a 
commemorative pin to workers. Clubs need to notify 
AMA Headquarters 30 days prior to their planned 
show to allow time for shipping. 
 Want to keep club attendance high? It’s much eas-
ier in colder weather to say, “I can miss this one 
meeting. Besides, I would have to shovel the driveway 
just to get there.” Solve this problem with a few in-
centives for attendance. 
 Hold a fun-fly in the snow. A Frozen Finger Fun-
Fly will have members’ teeth chattering with excite-
ment! It’s a fun solution to increase club attendance. 
If held at the beginning of January, it’s a great way to 
kick off a new year of aeromodeling. 
 Too cold to go outside? Hold a building contest—
indoors—at your club meeting. Give all members a 
time limit to complete a quick model design and se-
lect a winner at the end based on model completeness 
and craftsmanship. 
 Demonstrations of new products and ideas leave 
people thinking, “I bet I could do that.” Inspire your 
membership to start fresh projects and learn new 
concepts by holding a demonstration night at your 
club meeting. Everyone is interested in learning new 
ideas to improve their models and piloting ability. 

(Continued from page 1)  If all else fails, give away something free. Hold a 
raffle at your meeting. Simply use the disclaimer 
“must be present to win.” Members will be tunnel-
ing out to their vehicles in no time. 

Taken from the November 2007 Issue of AMA Insider 
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 Today’s glow plugs are well made products and 
they should give you good service. Although the life 
of a glow plug is unpredictable, you should reasona-
bly expect a dozen or more flights out of one. It’s 
always best to follow the manufacturer’s specific 
glow plug recommendations, but if you have an en-
gine that seems to eat glow plugs, the probability is 
that it is suffering from one of the following three 
causes: 
 Overheating: A glow plug coil will melt if it gets 
too hot. Reasons why this happens vary. Sometimes 
the combination of running an engine wide open 
with a lean setting before you take the glow plug 
heater off is too much for the element. Quite often 
people use a power panel which has a built-in surge 
feature, which sometimes results in a momentary 
over-voltage to the plug when the power is first 
switched on. When a glow plug fails because of 
overheating, the end of the element wire has a tear 
drop shape at the break. Sometimes a microscope is 
needed to see this affect. 
 Vibration: If the engine is soft mounted the ele-
ment is shaken from side to side with tremendous 
force. This literally fatigues the metal until it breaks. 
When you look at the end of the element wire break 
through a microscope it 
has a jagged, rough type 
appearance. The only so-
lution is to increase the 
rigidity of your engine 
mount. 
 Shockwave: Most model engines use a steel or 
brass liner mounted on top of a cast aluminum case. 
As the engine gets older, the liner flange works its 
way down into the case and lowers the head with it. 
When the piston clearance gets too low the increase 
in compression forces air out of the squish band 
area with supersonic velocity and the action on the 

(Continued on page 3) 



 

 

 

ity and donation are highlighted by a local news-
paper/magazine, radio station, or television sta-
tion, your club qualifies for the AMA Club Rec-
ognition and Reward Program. 
 This program is not intended for clubs that host 
a fun-fly and have that particular event written up 
in the local newspaper. It is intended for clubs that 
donate their time, funds, and efforts to their local 
community in an endeavor to “make a difference.” 
 Your club may decide to donate a certain num-
ber of man-hours to a park for the purpose of pick-
ing up trash along the access road every month. If 
your club is recognized in a positive manner by 
the media for its ongoing efforts, you would qual-
ify for the AMA Club Recognition and Reward 
Program. 
 This is how the program works. If your club has 
been involved in activities such as the ones men-
tioned, you will be rewarded on the basis of the 
type of media exposure you received. Positive 
newspaper/magazine coverage of your event will 
garner a reward of $100. Positive radio and televi-
sion coverage will garner $200 and $300 rewards 
respectively. 
 All your club has to do is complete a Club Rec-
ognition and Reward Program Application form, 
available at www.modelaircraft.org, along with 
verification of the publicity received by either in-
cluding the original newspaper/magazine or CD of 
the radio airing or television broadcast. 
 The previously mentioned monetary awards will 
be given to clubs for their first year of recognition. 
Clubs that receive media coverage for the second 
year in a row (no matter what type) will have a 
brick engraved and placed in the AMAWalk of 
Fame. The third year your club receives media 
recognition members will receive a patch recog-
nizing the program and your club’s achievement. 
Remember clubs that have annual events will only 
be rewarded three times for the event; no excep-
tions. 
 Keep in mind that AMA only has a specific dol-
lar amount budgeted for this program each year. It 
is based on a first-come, first-serve basis, and no 
application will be held until the following year 
for reward. 
 For more information contact Erin Dobbs at er-
ind@modelaircraft.org or (765)287-1256 ext. 272. 

glow plug elements is like when a jet plane zooms 
over your house and knocks out the windows. The 
cure here is to raise the head with another head gas-
ket. 
 Less often reasons why glow plugs sometime fail 
are: 
 Cranking the engine when it’s flooded sprays raw 
fuel onto the plug and the droplets beat the element 
over to the side of the housing where is shorts out. 
 Another problem that occasionally occurs is that 
engines sometimes wear abnormally, causing a 
crankshaft to crack, bearings to fail, or a connecting 
rod to chew metal off the crank pin. Of course, 
when this metal goes up and deposits on the Plug 
element, the plug burns out. 
From the Caramillo Flying Circus, Carmarillo, California 

(Continued from page 2) 
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 Involve your AMA Chartered Club in support of 
an activity that is beneficial to a local charity or 
community activity; receive positive recognition 
in the form of television coverage, radio coverage, 
or print coverage; and receive additional recogni-
tion and a financial reward from AMA. 
 It is important, in today’s model-aviation envi-
ronment, that model clubs become a viable part of 
their community in a manner to which the general 
public can relate. Support your favorite local char-
ity or community project and enhance relation-
ships that might someday pay a return in the form 
of keeping a flying site or establishing a new site. 
 AMA recognizes the importance of such club 
activity, supports that concept, and feels strongly 
that any clubs that take part in such endeavors 
need to be rewarded and recognized for their ef-
forts. The program is simple. If your club has re-
ceived positive newspaper/magazine exposure, 
radio, or television coverage showcasing your in-
volvement in community events, AMA wants to 
know about it. For your efforts AMA will recog-
nize your club in Model Aviation magazine and 
reward your club’s treasury.  
 Say your club has hosted a fun-fly and all pro-
ceeds generated during the event are donated to 
the local Ronald McDonald House. If your activ-
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If you have news or ideas for articles you would 
like to see,  you can email me at 

jedavids@charter.net 
Or call me at 763-263-3577. 

2007 Club Officers 
Pres .............Scott Leiferman............ 763-682-2707 
VP ...............Wayne Van Den Boom .. 763-428-2360 
Treasurer...Perry Dzuik ...................... 763-477-6865 
Secretary....Leo Davids....................... 763-263-3577 
Safety Off ..Garth Landefeld .............. 763-497-5828 
News Ed. .. Jean Davids ...................... 763-263-3577 

In this Issue 

 Meeting Highlights 

 AMA Membership Directory 

 Club Activities for the Winter Months 
 Glow Plug Problems 
 AMA Club Recognition & Reward 

Program 
 Coming Events 
 Local Hobby Shop on the Move 

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 

Don Bentfield Memorial Swap Meet - The Min-
nesota Association of Aeromodeling Clubs is spon-
soring this seventh annual event on Saturday Janu-
ary 19th at the B-Dale Club, 2100 N. Dale St. in 
Roseville. The swap runs from 9 AM until 1 PM. 
There is a $4 admission but no table fees. There will 
be a raffle and refreshments available. Contact Tim 
K. at 763-444-4617 or Dan K. at 651-738-8302 or 
Mark R. at 651-257-6792 for more information. 
 
TCRC Auction - Twin Cities RC Club is holding 
their annual auction on Saturday February 9th from 
7 AM to 5 PM at the St. Peter’s Church in Richfield. 
A highlight this year should be seeing how cheap 72 
MHz radios go for now that the spread spectrum 
models are taking over! 

 For a couple of years now there has been a shop 
called King Kong Hobbies which was located in 
Wyoming Minnesota. It would not have been handy 
to many of the WFRC club members. However, 
they have recently moved to a spot more accessible 
to many of us. Their new location is 455 99th Ave 
NW #130 in Coon Rapids (763) 390-0490. This is 
just off Highway 10 on Foley Blvd. The store hours 
are 10 AM to 8 PM Monday through Friday and 10 
AM to 5 PM on Saturday and Sunday. The owner 
has been a good supporter of MARCEE events in 
the past and gives MARCEE members a 10% dis-
count. Maybe if they see how big a spenders the 
WFRC’ers are they give us a similar deal. 


